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This is an annual week-long celebration for your
students to learn what democracy is and how they
can get involved. It can help you and your students
get to grips with how to make change happen
on the issues that really matter to you.

We know you’re very busy so we’ve also marked each
activity with curriculum links to help you fit them into
your teaching time. If you’re able to do even just a little
with your students, it will go a long way to providing
them with an understanding of what democracy is,
how their UK Parliament works and how they can
get their voices heard!
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what is uk parliament?

HOW DID PARLIAMENT BEGIN?
UK Parliament is made of three parts:

THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
In the House of Commons Chamber, important
topics and laws are debated. It’s here that Members
of Parliament (MPs) can question and challenge
the work of the Government.
There are 650 MPs, each representing a different
area of the United Kingdom, called ‘a constituency’.

THE HOUSE OF LORDS
In the House of Lords there are around 800 members.
Most are called ‘Life peers’ because they are given
membership for their lifetime. They are chosen for
their knowledge and experience, so they can use
their skills to look carefully at new laws and suggest
ways to improve them.

How UK Parliament works today is very different from
how it worked when it first began. Hundreds of years
ago the king had complete power and could make
whatever laws and rules he liked. This brought him
into conflict with other powerful leaders in England.
In 1215, King John was forced to agree to Magna Carta
(the Great Charter), a set of demands which limited the
king’s power. This important document details how the
monarch must obey the law and recognise the rights
of others. By agreeing to Magna Carta, King John had
agreed to share some of his powers and therefore
Parliament was born.
As the centuries went by, Parliament grew into a
permanent institution which the monarch had to consult
before making decisions. At first, it was made up only of
powerful nobles but as time went on some ‘commoners’
were also brought in. These commoners were not noble
lords, but many were wealthy having made their fortunes
from trading, banking and other kinds of business.
Reforms followed reforms, and over a long time UK
Parliament has changed. Today it has evolved so that
everyone can have a say in how the UK is run and
who runs it.

#ukpw

STUCK FOR LESSON IDEAS?
HERE’S A 30-MINUTE
LESSON PLAN
WARM UP ACTIVITY

5 MIN

Use the pictures on page 4 showing the different
parts of UK Parliament. Put your students into two
groups: the House of Commons or the House of
Lords. Ask the groups to think about three facts
for the picture and text they have, i.e. the House
of Lords – has around 800 members, has red
benches, etc.

MAIN ACTIVITY

22 MIN

Task 1:
Read the story, ‘How did Parliament begin?’
(see left).
Task 2:
Take a 360° tour of the House of Commons and
the House of Lords Chambers with your children.
Challenge them to add more information to their
list of facts.

For younger groups:
Give your children the dot-to-dot activities and
get them to join the dots together and colour in
their picture. Find the UK Parliament Puzzles on
page 26-27.

THE MONARCH

REFLECTION

This role is mainly ceremonial. The king or queen
meets the Prime Minister once a week to hear what’s
going on in UK Parliament. They agree to any new
laws and attend the State Opening of Parliament
every year.

Regroup and recap: discuss how many parts there
are in UK Parliament and what they are. Can they
remember a fact about each part?

4

3 MIN

CURRICULUM LINKS
HISTORY, ENGLISH, PHSE
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ACTIVITY

#ukpw

10 MINUTES

Cut out the country names and the pictures
of each parliament and assembly. Stick
them in the right places on the map.

WHAT IS THE UK GOVERNMENT?

WHAT IS THE PRIME MINISTER’S JOB?

The Government is in charge of running the UK. The
Prime Minister chooses a team of MPs and members
of the House of Lords to help them do this.

The Prime Minister is the head of the Government.
Their job is a bit like a headteacher. At school, the
headteacher manages a team of people who help
to make sure your school works well.

HOW IS THE UK
GOVERNMENT FORMED?
The UK usually holds a general election every five
years. After the election, the party with the most
MPs forms the Government.
MPs and members of the House of Lords who
are not part of the winning party become the
Opposition. They check and challenge the
Government through debates and questions.

WHAT DOES DEVOLUTION
MEAN IN THE UK?
The UK is made up of four countries, England,
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. These
nations all have their own history and culture.
The balance of power between countries in the UK has
changed over time. UK Parliament has devolved some
of its decision-making powers to the Northern Ireland
Assembly, the Scottish Parliament and the Senedd
Cymru/Welsh Parliament.
Devolution aims to put the power to make decisions
closer to the people affected.

WHAT POWERS HAVE
BEEN ‘DEVOLVED’?
Each nation has a different agreement, but some
key areas that have been devolved include health,
education, housing and transport.

The Prime Minister has a similar job. They manage
a team of ministers who help run the UK. Different
ministers are responsible for different things like
transport, education, health or the environment.

a)

b)

The Prime Minister lives and works at Number 10
Downing Street in London.
Every week, the Prime Minister comes to the House
of Commons for half an hour to answer questions
from MPs about the work of the Government.

ACTIVITY

5 MINUTES

c)

d)

What can you remember about the
UK Government? Fill in the blanks:
1. The UK Government is formed after people
vote in a g _ _ _ _ _ _ e _ _ _ _ _ _ _
2. The Government is in charge of running
the country. The head of UK Government
is the P _ _ _ _ M _ _ _ _ _ _ _
3. UK Parliament’s job is to c h_ _ _ and
c h _ _ _ _ _ _ _ what the Government does
to make sure it is working well for everyone
4. There are different ministers who manage
different things like transport,
e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, h _ _ _ _ _ or the environment
5. 10 D _ _ _ _ _ _ Street is where the Prime
Minister lives and works

CURRICULUM LINKS
ENGLISH

ENGLAND
NORTHERN IRELAND
SCOTLAND

Answers:
a) The Northern Ireland Assembly

WALES

b) The Scottish Parliament
c) The Senedd Cymru/Welsh Parliament
d) The UK Parliament

6
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FILM AND VIDEO GAME
CLASSIFICATION CERTIFICATES
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STUCK FOR LESSON IDEAS?
HERE’S A 35-MINUTE LESSON PLAN

WARM UP ACTIVITY
LAWS ARE MADE TO:

HOW DO LAWS AFFECT US?

• Make things fair and give everyone
access to equal rights

There are lots of different laws that affect people’s lives.
Some laws have been written to protect animals, others
are there to make sure everyone can stay safe. There are
even laws that have been created especially with children
in mind.

• Keep us safe and protect us
• Make sure people behave so they
don’t hurt themselves or others
• Solve conflicts (fights)
Laws can protect people and make things fairer. Rules
are similar to laws, but they usually only affect a small
group of people like classroom rules or the rules of
a game, but laws can affect us all.

ANIMAL RIGHTS

Laws are made in UK Parliament. MPs and members
of the House of Lords debate and vote on ideas for
new laws to make sure they are the best they can be.
If people break the law, then they are doing something
illegal and they might have to pay a fine, or even go
to prison.

10 MIN

In pairs, ask children to discuss some of the rules
they have to follow and why they think these
rules are important. Give them 5 minutes to chat
amongst themselves and write down some of the
rules they know on sticky notes.
Regroup and ask them to name a few that they think
are really important. How many can they think of?

MAIN ACTIVITY
These certificates help adults know what type
of content to expect and who it’s appropriate for.
For example, a certificate usually displays a
recommended age as a minimum. You might be
familiar with labels like: U, PG, 12, 15 and 18. This
lets people know whether a film or video game is
safe for younger audiences to watch, so they don’t
become upset or distressed by what they see or hear.

FOOD LABELLING

20 MIN

Task 1: Explain that laws are like rules.
Read ‘why do we need laws’ on page 8.
Write up each of the following bullet points and
stick them on the wall as four different headings.
• Make things fair and give everyone access
to equal rights
• Keep us safe and protect us
• Make sure people behave so they don’t
hurt themselves or others
• Solve conflicts (fights)
Task 2: Ask your children to think of the purpose
of the rules they mentioned in the warm up task.
Then get them to put their sticky notes under one
of the four headings that it fits best.

Anyone who is cruel to an animal or who has not looked
after it properly may be banned from owning animals,
fined or even get sent to prison! This is not just for pets
but for any animal. It means they have the right to be
properly cared for and protected from pain
and suffering.

REFLECTION

CLEAN AIR AND POLLUTION

Ask your children to look at the headings.
Can they think of any laws that they know about?
Which heading would they fit under?

5 MIN

Use sticky notes, add them under the headings.

Retailers need to display certain things very clearly, for
example how much salt, sugar or fat is in a food item.
They also need to say if it contains any of the 14 main
allergens to help people with food allergies stay safe.

These laws help to control lots of environmental issues
like the air we breathe, noise, water and pollution as well
as waste on land. It also includes reducing emissions
from homes, farming, industry and transport like cars.
8

So, you see we have laws in a wide range of areas that
help to protect our rights and keep us safe. Laws can
affect how people behave and they also tell us what we
shouldn’t do because it isn’t right or fair. And this is very
important for everyone!

Here are a few ideas to get you started; social
media age restrictions, wearing seat belts in a
vehicle, 5p plastic bags, no texting while driving,
treating everyone equally (especially women, LGBT+
people, BAME people and people with disabilities).

CURRICULUM LINKS
ENGLISH, PHSE
9
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what do members of parliament do?

ACTIVITY 30 MIN
HOW TO WRITE TO YOUR MP
Use the handy template below with tips to help
your students get started. This is a great way to
introduce letter-writing to your children.

MPs split their time between working in UK Parliament itself,
working in their constituency and working for their political party.
Members of the House of Lords use their specialist knowledge
and expertise to carry out their role.

Not sure what to write? Why not invite your MP
to visit your school or hold an online meeting
with them. Whatever you decide, it’s time to
put pen to paper!

CURRICULUM LINKS
ENGLISH

IN THE CONSTITUENCY
Most MPs hold regular sessions called “surgeries”
where they meet people from their constituency
who might have a problem, need help or want
their MP to do something for them.

MPs and members of the House of Lords can ask
government ministers questions on your behalf
or support and highlight particular campaigns
which you feel strongly about. They attend
debates and vote on new laws, and MPs can
raise issues affecting their constituents.

IN SELECT COMMITTEES
Select committees are groups of MPs or members
of the House of Lords set up to investigate specific
issues. Committees are a way for Members to
check and challenge the ideas of the government
and influence public policy on the issues you
care about.

10

TOP TIPS
Follow these quick tips for writing to your MP:
1. Make it personal
2. Be clear and persuasive
3. Explain what you want them to do
4. Add your full address with postcode

FIND OUT WHO YOUR MP IS
Find out the name of your MP
members.parliament.uk

Start your email or letter with a
quick introduction before outlining
the topic.
Dear [Title][Name]
My name is [add your name here]
and I am writing to you today about [issue]

IN THE CHAMBERS

#ukpw

This matter is very important to me
because [explain your reasons/add facts
or events if applicable]

Explain what interests you about
the matter and what you’d like them
to do about it. You could include
personal experience of the issue
or describe how the matter
impacts your wider community.

I would like you to [describe the actions
you want them to take].
I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,

Explain why having them on
board adds value to the campaign.
This helps set the tone for a
positive discussion.

[Your name]
[Add your full address with postcode]
Sign your name and add your full
address with a postcode so your
MP can respond.

11
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LORD JOHN BIRD:
CROSSBENCH LIFE PEER,
APPOINTED IN 2015
WHAT DO MEMBERS OF THE
HOUSE OF LORDS DO?
Members of the House of Lords ask questions,
debate important issues and examine and suggest
changes to plans for new laws.
Many members have professional knowledge in
areas such as education and health. They can use
this experience to check that the detail in plans
for new laws makes sense, is fair and will work for
different groups of people.
If they think a plan for a new law could be
improved, they suggest changes.

WHO ARE THE MEMBERS?
Members of the House of Lords come from
all walks of life. Many are made members
because of their professional experience
and specialist knowledge.
They are called ‘Life peers’ because they can be
members of the House of Lords their whole life.
Although many members of the House of Lords
have worked in politics, there are others that have
experience of different jobs.
There are doctors, soldiers, scientists, writers,
teachers, police officers, athletes and many other
professionals in the House of Lords.

He spent time in prison during his teens and early
twenties, where as well as learning how to read and
write, he was also introduced to the basics of printing.
When John was in his forties he co-founded the
homeless charity magazine, The Big Issue.
Today, it is published in numerous cities in the UK and
around the world. It is sold on the streets by people
who are homeless or vulnerably housed.
John became a Crossbench Life peer in 2015. He uses
his experience and expertise on issues like poverty
prevention, social business and literacy.

BARONESS FLOELLA BENJAMIN:
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT LIFE PEER,
APPOINTED IN 2010

BARONESS TANNI GREY-THOMPSON:
CROSSBENCH LIFE PEER,
APPOINTED IN 2010

Baroness Benjamin has appeared on stage, film,
radio and television and has been in show business
for 50 years.

Tanni’s love for sport began at an early age. When she
was 13 she realised that wheelchair racing was her sport
of choice. She started competing as a junior athlete, won
the junior national title and went on to join the British
Wheelchair Racing Squad when she was just 17 years old.

Her acting career began in 1970 and since then she’s
appeared in countless successful West End shows and
pantomimes like Puss in Boots, Aladdin and Peter Pan.
She became a household name when she appeared
in the iconic children’s programmes Playschool and
PlayAway in the 70s and 80s.

Since then she’s broken 30 World Records! Her first
World Record was when she became the first woman
to break the 60 second barrier for 400m in Barcelona
in 1992.

She’s also written over 30 children’s books. Her
bestselling book ‘Coming to England’, recounts how
she and her family moved to England from their home
in Trinidad.

It didn’t stop there, her tally of Paralympic medals stack
up at 11 gold, four silver and one bronze and that doesn’t
include the five gold, four silver and three bronze medals
she won at the World Championships.

Floella has won lots of awards for her work, including
a BAFTA. Today she is a Life peer in the House of Lords
and supports projects focussed on the welfare, care
and education of children throughout the world.

Tanni became a Crossbench Life peer in the House
of Lords in 2010. Here she uses her experience and
knowledge in debates. She’s spoken on a range of
issues including disability rights, welfare reform,
and of course, sport!

She uses her skills and expertise from working in TV
and film to help the House of Lords shape laws and
speaks on issues about women, diversity, media and
the arts.
12

John Bird grew up in a disadvantaged family in London,
and experienced homelessness for the first time aged
just 5 years old. He spent the next 15 years in children’s
homes and on the streets.

13
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DAY 3
DISCUSS AND DEBATE
Start a conversation:

Challenge your children to try something new each day during
UKPW. Explore how UK Parliament works, find out about the
House of Commons and the House of Lords and discover
how they can get their voices heard.

• Hold a debate or watch a debate on
parliamentlive.tv
• Use the ballot box in your UKPW kit and
hold a vote on issues that matter to you
• Give out UKPW stickers to the children
taking part

DAY 1
LEARN ABOUT YOUR
UK PARLIAMENT

DAY 4
GET IN TOUCH WITH AN MP
OR MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS

Teach future voters:

Connect with your MP:

• Choose any of the lesson plans in this booklet

• Find out who your MP is

• Test your knowledge with the Big UKPW Quiz

• Practise writing a letter/email to your MP

• Check out learning.parliament.uk
for more resources

• Invite your MP or a member of the House of Lords
to talk at your school in person or online

DAY 2
DISCOVER DEMOCRACY

DAY 5
SOW THE SEEDS OF DEMOCRACY

Bring UK Parliament to your classroom:

Show how small actions can lead to big change:

• Take a virtual 360º tour of UK Parliament

• Plant your chilli seeds with your class

• Play UK Parliament Pairs

• Use this as a way to learn about how
change happens

• Think about why we have laws in the UK

14

• Grow your campaign tree

15

TAKE ACTION TO GROW

Sow and nurture the chilli seeds in your UKPW kit and watch
them grow, just like your students taking their first steps
to campaign for change through democratic action.

In your UKPW kit you’ll find a pack of seeds and
you’re probably wondering what that’s got to do
with UK Parliament?
Well, it’s a unique way for your children to think
about their relationship with democracy and
how they can make change happen on the issues
they care about.
Democracy means that power is held by people,
in the UK we exercise that power by voting for

the people we want to represent us in UK
Parliament. However, for democracy to thrive we
should all exercise our power by engaging with UK
Parliament year-round, no matter what age we are,
and not just when there is an election. The best way
to engage is to grow campaigns which bring about
change on issues that matter to you.

It will take time and nurturing for your chilli
plant to become fully grown. The same is true
of your children’s campaign. Social or legal
change rarely happens quickly and can take lots
of time and effort. Just like a plant grows leaves
and begins to flower, students will need to
attract attention to their campaign.

Like the sowing of a seed, plant the roots of
the campaign by researching and formulating
ideas. Children might share what they’ve learnt
about an issue with friends, family or the local
community. With your support they could connect
with groups that have similar views and start
gathering support for their campaign.

• Start a petition online at
petition.parliament.uk
• Submit evidence to a select committee

Now is the time to take democratic action.
Children could contact the local MP, start
or sign a petition or submit evidence
to a select committee.
Your children can spread the word about their
campaign through debates, campaign videos
or social media to grow supporters and build
a collective voice on the issue.

Just like growing your seeds, a thriving democracy
takes time, patience and perseverance.

TAKE ACTION TO SOW
Just as every oak tree starts from a tiny acorn,
big changes start from planting a small idea
and watching it grow. A campaign idea might
come from an experience that the children have
had, something they think is unfair and could be
improved or be linked to an issue that’s really
important to them.

• Connect with your local MP or a member
of the House of Lords to raise awareness
on the issues you care about

• Research and learn about the issue you
want to campaign on
• Raise awareness with the people you know
• Seek out groups interested in your cause

TAKE ACTION TO BLOOM
• Share your success on social media
The end result of everyone’s hard work!
For your plant, this will mean chillies you
can pick and use in your favourite recipes
but for your students’ campaign it can mean
a few different things.
Some campaigns will end with a change in
the law, others will lead to clarity of a policy,
a petition debate, the launch of a select
committee inquiry, behaviour change or
simply greater public awareness.
Children can learn that taking action on the
issues they care about allows democracy to
flourish by ensuring that their interests are
represented in UK Parliament.

• Keep raising awareness
• Contact local or national press with
your story

uk parliament week
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hold a debate
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DEBATING OVER?
Why not hold a vote at the end of your debate to
see which team won the argument?

Develop your children’s language and
persuasion skills by holding a debate
on something they care about.

Use ballot papers to introduce how secret voting
works in UK elections to your children.
You can download and print ballot papers from
our website. There’s an example of a ballot paper
below too.
Use the ballot box in your UKPW kit and get voting!

In UK Parliament, MPs and members of
the House of Lords use debates to discuss
topics, hear different points of view
and check and challenge the work of
the Government.
They also listen to people’s real-life
experiences to think about how laws
are working and whether they could
be improved.

NOT SURE WHAT TO DEBATE?
Find a for and against argument or choose any
of these topics to get your children debating:
• Children should get more school holidays

• All 10-year-olds should have a mobile phone
• Junk food for children should be banned
• There should be children in government
• We would welcome robots into our homes
• U nhealthy food shouldn’t be shown during
breaks in children’s programmes

• T here’s no need to read the book if you can
just watch the film

HOW TO RUN A DEBATE
Use this handy list breaking down each stage
of a debating session:

• Put the children in teams of three
• S eat two teams together, one team debating
‘for’ and the other team debating ‘against’

• H ave a timekeeper to make sure everyone has the
same amount of time to get their points across

The ‘for’ team goes first. The first speaker
from their team must:

• Define or explain any key words
• Introduce the team’s argument in favour of the topic
• Begin the debate

• S chool uniform should be compulsory

The ‘against’ team goes next. The first speaker
from their team must:

• P eople should not be allowed to have bonfires

• Define or explain any key words
• Introduce the team’s argument against the topic

in all schools

in their gardens

• We should all be vegetarians
• We should support a human mission to Mars
• Children should be allowed to vote in elections
Need some inspiration?
Watch MPs and members of the House of Lords
debate different issues on parliamentlive.tv

CURRICULUM LINKS
ENGLISH

Place an ‘X’ in one box only

being debated

• R ebuttal – they will put forward a set of reasons
why the ‘for’ team’s argument is wrong

The second speakers from both teams take
their turns next. They will:

• C ontinue their team’s points for or against and

rebut or try to disprove the other team’s argument

The third speakers from each team go last. They will:

• Continue to rebut the opposition’s debate
• C onclude the debate, by summarising points
in favour of their team’s argument

18

19

uk parliament week

#ukpw

uk parliament pairs

#ukpw

BALLOT BOX
Introduce UK Parliament and democracy
to your children with this fun activity.

This is the box where all the ballot papers are
collected once people finish voting. When people
have chosen, they put a ‘X’ in a box by the name
of the person they want to vote for, fold the
ballot paper and post it in this box.
When voting is over, the ballot box is opened. All
the votes are counted to find out which person got
the most. They become the MP for that local area.

THREE WAYS TO USE THE PAIRS
Here are three ideas to try:
1. Cut out the pictures and description cards and glue
them together
2. Use them as flash cards to learn about the different
features of UK Parliament and democracy. See how
many your children can pair up

The UK Parliament Pairs cards are great way to introduce
democracy and encourage early language development.

CURRICULUM LINKS
ENGLISH

3. For younger children, copy and print the picture
cards and play a game of snap

20

10 DOWNING STREET
The Prime Minister lives and works at 10 Downing
Street in London. They lead the Government,
which is made up of MPs and members of the
House of Lords.
Every week, the Prime Minister goes to the House
of Commons for half an hour to answer questions
from MPs about the work of the Government.

HOUSE OF COMMONS

MP

In the House of Commons Chamber, important
topics and laws are debated. It’s here that
Members of Parliament (MPs) can check and
challenge the work of the Government.

A member of the House of Commons is called an
MP, which is short for Member of Parliament. An
MP has the important job of representing people
from their local area in UK Parliament.

There are 650 MPs in the House of Commons,
each representing a different local area in the
United Kingdom, known as a ‘constituency’.

MPs work both at the House of Commons and in
their constituency. MPs hold ‘surgeries’ where they
meet people from their constituency.

PETITIONS

THE MONARCH

A petition is a collection of signatures calling
for a change or an action. Petitions to UK
Parliament are a way to raise awareness
and campaign for change.

The third part of the UK Parliament is the monarch
(king or queen). This role is mainly ceremonial
these days.
The monarch meets the Prime Minister once a
week to hear what’s going on in UK Parliament.
New laws are agreed by the monarch and they
attend the State Opening of UK Parliament
every year.

21
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Scottish
Parliament

UK Parliament
Senedd Cymru/
Welsh Parliament

uk parliament pairs

DEVOLUTION

THE HOUSE OF LORDS

Devolution means that some UK Parliament
powers are transferred to the Northern Ireland
Assembly, the Scottish Parliament and the
Senedd Cymru/Welsh Parliament.

There are about 800 members of the House of
Lords and most of them are called ‘Life peers’.
Their job is to check and challenge what the
Government does. Members are chosen for their
knowledge and experience, so they can use their
skills to look carefully at new laws.

This means important decisions and laws can be
made by the people living in those countries and
puts the power to make decisions closer to the
people affected.

POLLING STATION

THE SPEAKER

This is where people who are 18 or over go to
vote to choose their local MP when there is a
general election.

The Speaker sits at the head of the Chamber
in the House of Commons and is responsible for
making sure the MPs are polite and fair. Debates
in the House of Commons can get really noisy.
The Speaker makes sure MPs get the opportunity
to represent different opinions and has the job
of keeping order.

Polling stations are set up in local buildings across
the UK, usually in schools or community halls
but some are in more unusual settings including
launderettes and even a windmill!

SELECT COMMITTEES

THE LORD SPEAKER

Select committees are small groups of MPs or
members of the House of Lords who look at
issues in detail. They publish reports and make
recommendations for changes to laws and policies.

The Lord Speaker chairs the business of the
House of Lords from their seat, known as the
Woolsack. In the House of Lords, members take
turns to speak. The Lord Speaker doesn’t decide
who speaks next. If a big decision needs to be
made, the Lord Speaker may call a ‘division’
where members vote ‘content’ or ‘not content’.

HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT

BALLOT PAPER

This is a building in London where you will find
the House of Commons and the House of Lords.
It’s also called the Palace of Westminster. The
Elizabeth Tower and Big Ben are part of the
Houses of Parliament too.

22
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Place an ‘X’ in one box only

This is the paper used by people when they are
voting in an election.
You mark an ‘X’ next to the name of the person
you are voting for on a ballot paper.

23
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WHAT IS THE CHAMBER
WITH GREEN BENCHES
CALLED?

WHAT DOES MP STAND FOR?

HOW OLD DO YOU NEED
TO BE TO VOTE IN A UK
GENERAL ELECTION?

WHAT DO YOU PUT
IN A BALLOT BOX?

WHAT IS THE LEADER OF
THE GOVERNMENT CALLED?
WHAT DID KING JOHN
SEAL IN 1215?

the big ukpw quiz

1. The House of Commons
2. 18-years-old
3. The Prime Minister

WHO IS THE MONARCH?

4.	
Magna Carta
(the Great Charter)
5.	
The Elizabeth Tower. Lots of people
think it’s called Big Ben but that’s
actually the name of the bell inside!
6.	
The House of Commons, the
House of Lords and the monarch
7.	
A collection of signatures calling
for change or an action

WHAT IS THE CHAMBER
WITH RED BENCHES CALLED?

8.	
Northern Ireland Assembly,
Scottish Parliament, Senedd
Cymru/Welsh Parliament
9. Member of Parliament

WHAT IS THE CLOCK
TOWER AT THE HOUSES
OF PARLIAMENT CALLED?

WHERE DOES THE PRIME
MINISTER LIVE?

10. Marked ballot paper
11. King or queen
12. The House of Lords
13. 10 Downing Street

WHAT ARE THE
THREE PARTS OF
THE UK PARLIAMENT?
WHAT IS A PETITION?

CAN YOU NAME ONE OF THE
DEVOLVED PARLIAMENTS
OR ASSEMBLY?
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WHAT IS THE NAME
FOR THIS DEFINITION:
A SYSTEM WHERE
PEOPLE HAVE THE RIGHT
TO VOTE FOR WHO RUNS
THE COUNTRY?

#ukpw

HOW DID YOU DO?
0–5
	Good effort, why not go over some
activities and see if you can score higher?

6 – 10
	Well done! You’ve worked hard and paid

attention, why not look back at a few areas
to get even more clued up.

11 – 15
	That’s amazing! You’ve worked very hard
and it shows. You really know your stuff
about UK Parliament!

TAKE IT FURTHER
Want to dive deeper into UK Parliament’s work
and history? Explore our online learning resources
including downloadable booklets, activities and
videos, suitable for all ages.
learning.parliament.uk

14. Democracy
15. If you don’t know, you can
find your local MP at:
members.parliament.uk

WHO IS YOUR LOCAL MP?
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uk parliament puzzles

#ukpw

THE ELIZABETH TOWER
After joining the dots, your children can
give Big Ben a makeover and colour it in.
13

These fun dot-to-dots transform into an Act of Parliament
and the Elizabeth Tower, also known as Big Ben.

ACT OF PARLIAMENT

12

14

When your children have joined the
dots, they can give their Act a name
and describe what it will change.
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grow your democra-tree

#ukpw

LEAF TEMPLATE FOR
YOUR DEMOCRA-TREE
Copy and share these templates
with your class to grow the biggest
democra-tree you can.

Ask your children to write down their
favourite UKPW activities on the leaf
template and celebrate their achievements.

IDEAS TO GET STARTED
Here are some examples of activities children can use:
• ‘I took a virtual tour of the Houses of Parliament’
• ‘I wrote to my MP about …’
• ‘I took part in a debate on…’
• ‘I voted!’
It doesn’t matter if their activity was big or small,
let them describe how they took part.
Once the children have put their completed task on the
leaf, they can colour it in and pin it on a wall in a shape
of a tree. How big will your democra-tree grow?
Share photos of your democra-tree on social media
using the hashtag #UKPW.

CURRICULUM LINKS
ENGLISH, ART

TAKE IT FURTHER
Turn your children’s democra-tree into
a plan of action!
Ask each student to think of an issue that’s
important to them – local, national or international.
Share the different ways they can grow their
campaign using the ‘take action’ ideas on pages
16–17 so they can pick the top three actions they
want to take.
Ask the children to write the issue they want
to change on their leaf.
Then ask them to write down three actions
they have chosen.
Once the children have completed their leaf
they can add it to the campaign tree.

MORE TIME?
You could ask the class to vote on the ideas in
their tree and take forward one of the campaigns
as a longer-term project together.
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An idea for a law or change to the law
which UK Parliament makes a decision on.

CHAMBER

The Chambers in UK Parliament are where
MPs or members of the House of Lords
meet to debate big issues and question
the Government.

DEBATE

When people talk about a subject or argue
for or against a point of view.

DEMOCRACY

The system of government based on
belief in freedom and equality between
people, in which power is either held by
elected representatives or directly by the
people themselves.

GENERAL ELECTION

LORD SPEAKER

The person who oversees the work of the
House of Lords in the Chamber, guiding
and helping debates move on.

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS

They check, debate and amend ideas for
laws using their knowledge and experience.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT (MP)

A person who wins the most votes in an area
during an election. They work in the House
of Commons.

MONARCH

The king or queen.

OPPOSITION

MPs who are not part of the Government.

When MPs are voted into the House
of Commons.

PRIME MINISTER

GOVERNMENT

PETITION

HOUSE OF COMMONS

SELECT COMMITTEE

HOUSE OF LORDS

SPEAKER

The people who are in charge of running
the country.
The building where Members of Parliament
(MPs) work.
The building where members of the
House of Lords work.
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Celebrate your students’ participation in UKPW
with these bookmarks. Cut out and personalise
by colouring them in.

I TOOK PART IN
UK PARLIAMENT
WEEK

BILL

The building where you will find the House
of Commons and the House of Lords.
Also called the Palace of Westminster.

#ukpw

The leader of the Government.

I TOOK PART IN
UK PARLIAMENT
WEEK

A way of secret voting.

HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT

glossary & colouring

A collection of signatures calling for change
or an action.
A parliamentary committee set up to look
into a specific issue.
In the House of Commons, the Speaker
makes sure MPs take turns to speak.

I TOOK PART IN
UK PARLIAMENT
WEEK

BALLOT

#ukpw

I TOOK PART IN
UK PARLIAMENT
WEEK

uk parliament week
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Learn about your UK Parliament
Discover democracy with a virtual tour
Discuss and debate issues you care about
Get in touch with your MP or a member of the House of Lords
Sow the seeds of democracy by planting your chillies
@YourUKParl
@ukparliament
@ukparliament
Give us your feedback
After UK Parliament Week fill in our quick survey:

smartsurvey.co.uk/s/UKPW2021
Your feedback helps us plan future UK Parliament Weeks.
ukparliamentweek.org
learning.parliament.uk

UKPW21/PRIM

5 things to do in #UKPW

